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Annual Membership Meeting

On November 10, 2021 the Club will hold its annual meeting.  We encourage all 
members to attend, 6:00 pm in the Eagle Nest Ballroom.

As a member driven Club, members determine many of the overriding expenditures 
and guide the PebbleCreek Pickleball Board in its work.  Did you know that any new 
expenditure over $2,500 needs member approval?  Do you have a court improvement 
that you would like to present at the meeting?  So far, we have two member suggested 
capital expenditures, along with some options from the PCPB Club Board that those 
in attendance will be deciding upon.  If you have an idea you want voted upon, please 
send the description along with a bid for the expense to treasurer@pcpickleball.org no later than November 3.  You (or 
a representative of your choosing) will have the opportunity to present your request to the membership at the meeting.  
If you have any pictures or diagrams you would like to display, please be sure to include this with all other information.

Other action items already identified:
• Annual dues/initiation fees
• Lifetime memberships

While November 10 is also the Club Final Four Mixed Doubles Championships, we 
can make it a day of pickleball, and all members can attend both.

Novice class is now Intro to Pickleball

We are changing the name and focus of our beginning pickleball classes to better 
meet the needs of players.  Our current novice class will become Intro to Pickleball 
for all new players.  After attending this introductory class, players may advance 

to a 1.0 Skills class for several sessions.  
At the satisfactory completion of 
the 1.0 level, the next step is the 2.0 
classes and ultimately advancing to 
2.5 members.  We believe this new 
progression will better enable players 
to be ready for play at the 2.5 level.

New Court Update
By Nancy Popenhagen
We’ll have representatives from the 
PCHOA  provide an update at our 
Annual Membership Meeting on 
November 10.  At this time, there is 
little new information to share.   We 
know that permits, which have been 
approved by the City, will be good for 
a year. The PCHOA budget meeting on 
November 3 will only deal with the 
2022 operating funds budget and the 
courts are not expected to be part of 
that discussion.  

We anticipate action by the PCHOA 
board at the November 17 PCHOA 
meeting. We don’t know whether this 
will be an in-person meeting or ZOOM 
but please mark your calendars for 
November 17 at 11:00. 



Round Robins Plus:

Recently, we shared that the PLUS system will be piloted in November.  Each level, from 2.5-5.0, will have the opportunity 
to compete for a limited number of spots.  Every level of Round Robins has players who have just entered the level and 
players who are highly successful at the level.  To address this range in ability, we hope that the Plus system will give 
those who believe they are in the top third of their level a chance to demonstrate their proficiency.  Using the shoot-
out format, players will participate in multiple games of ghost doubles (skinny singles).  The individuals who win the 
most games will determine the players who play in the Plus system for the current year.  The number of participants will 
help determine the number of Plus players allowed.  For this first shoot-out somewhere between 10 and 15 players will 
be identified for this pilot.  In January, the Club will host a second shoot-out to possibly add 4 more players per level.  
Those players who move into the Plus system in November will remain in the Plus system until we move to a summer/
shoulder season.  Anyone is welcome to play in the second shoot-out whether they participated in November or not.  

The idea is that the Plus system will identify the top players (at least on the day of the shoot-out) and allow them to 
play in a Round Robin amongst themselves.  A Plus player will not be eligible to play in the regular level Round 
Robin, unless they decide to give up their Plus system spot for the remainder of the season.  Each PLUS Round 
Robin will have 2-3 courts allocated for play.  Our plan is to offer the PLUS courts the same day as the regular Round 
Robins, however, we cannot guarantee the day or time for these Plus Round Robins until we determine the courts 
needed.  Due to a limited number of players, those who play in the PLUS system need to commit to playing most 
weeks.  If there are 10 Plus players and only 7 players sign up, the Round Robin will be cancelled for that week.

Date, Time and level of Shoot-outs   All groups meet by court 9.

Wednesday November 3 2.5 women 4:30 pm
Thursday November 4 3.0 men 4:30 pm
Friday November 5 3.5 women 4:30 pm
Saturday November 6 4.0+ men and women 11:15 am
Monday November 8 2.5 men 4:30 pm
Tuesday November 9 3.0 women 4:30 pm
Thursday November 11 3.5 men 4:30 pm

By-Law Amendments

Last spring the Board appointed three members to form a by-laws review committee.  The Board asked this committee to 
review our current by-laws to determine if they meet our current and future needs.  Since their appointment, this small group 
(Michele Conroy, Bill Cetti, Cynthia Schwartz, along with Martha Urbin as a consultant and Nancy Popenhagen as the Board 
Liaison) has worked very hard to propose possible amendments to our current document.  Due to the substantial number of 
proposed changes, a special by-law meeting has been scheduled for November 16 at 3:30 pm in the Palm Room at Eagles Nest. 
Members will receive information about our current and proposed by-laws, with links, to review.  We hope members will review 
the current and proposed changes prior to November 16 and attend the meeting to give guidance before a final document 
is sent to the membership for a vote.  Members who attend this meeting will have the opportunity to discuss any/all current 
or proposed changes and make amendments.  After this meeting, ballots will be sent to the membership for an electronic 
vote to accept or reject the new document.   We encourage as many members as possible to attend this special meeting. 



Ratings

A huge thank you to the ratings committee, John Pihl (chair), Cindy Mack, Jonathan Colter, Kevin Hillstrom, Pam Cagle 
and Shirley Seymour.  This group, along with Board member Tony Wells, helped develop our current rating system.  This 
group also volunteered their time to assist in the first step of the new rating system...playing ghost doubles (skinny 
singles) to narrow down a pool of players for observation. 

Implementations will be the responsibility of a new Ratings Team that will observe all players in game situations.  In the 
observation phase, players should concentrate on skills NOT scores.  The Ratings Team expects players to be attempting, 
with some success, the identified skill for the next level of ratings. 

Players who advance past the observation component must demonstrate their competitiveness by playing either regu-
lar or ghost doubles with and/or against players from the level above. Raters will consider both scores and skills during 
this component.

Please review the ratings page on the PCPB Club website at pcpickleball.org under the 
player development link.  Any member interested in advancement from 2.5 or above 
needs to contact Tony Wells to begin the process.  Players who are not successful at any 
stage are welcome to request to re-enter the rating process after 30 days.

USAPA Tournament

The PebbleCreek USAPA tournament registration opens soon!

From 11/30 to 12/4 staggered registrations will be accepted and is based on a player’s UTPR. Only events for the skill 
level of the current time slot, or skill levels or prior time slots, will be offered to players.

Registration
•  Minimum Age of Player: 50
•  Final Registration Deadline: 01/31/22
•  Membership required as of: 02/12/22

    o  Renew your membership here 
     •  More information here



Fixin’s from the Fix-it Crew
By Jeff Antrican

It’s been a busy month around the courts! With all the money Bill Cagle saved the Club 
on Pickleballs, we were able to buy a TV monitor that will display the court schedule.  The 
technology team is exploring also using this monitor to show videos of great pickleball 
matches or training videos that will help improve your game.

Bill also drilled holes in the bad ball buckets. Let’s keep these trash free.  No one wants to 
root around in a trash filled ball bucket!

After Pancho’s bench dedication, Charlie Conroy and Bernie Bangert built a paver pad for the bench to rest on. We think 
Pancho would be happy with the shady spot under the tree by court 12.

Ken McKay donated a massive backpack blower to the Club.  It will come in handy especially before tournament days.  
Thanks, Ken!

Scott Wood designed a pickleball paddle weathervane and snuck it onto court 1. It’s quite ingenious and looks terrific.

New member, Gary McDonald, re-established our Wi-Fi court side. We’re now fully connected when you’re trying to book 
that next Round Robin during evening play.

Marty Braden one-upped himself by following up the newly painted court number signs with a couple of improved paddle 
boxes.  We were estimating $600 for the materials when Rich Holden mentioned he had some cedar to donate.  Marty 
designed, hand sanded, and painted the boxes that you’ll find by courts 5 and 13.

The HOA staff added safety rails to the fence extensions. They’ve been adjusting the gates as we’ve been reporting them. 
Additionally, the lights by courts 4 and 5 have been restored!

We have so much talent in this Club. You all do an amazing job designing and improving the area where we spend hours 
every day.  Thank you!

Technology Update
By Jeff Antrican

As we head toward peak season, your technology team is taking care of business. Sarah 
Marsh has been scoping improvements to the sound system to prep for upcoming tour-
naments and events.

Felechia Justice has been updating the website with the winter schedule and all the en-
hancements for beginners. In preparation for the TV Monitor, she has been incorporating a widget on the pcpickleball.org. 
For quick access of what will be displayed on the monitor, go to pcpickleball.org/ramada-screen. We aren’t able to show 
all 20 courts the entire day, but our goal is to display four hours of the courts used for Club events.

Kevin Campbell spent six hours loading the new winter schedule into Court Reserve. This is tedious work that requires a lot 
of cross checking as events are moved.  Kevin really helped streamline the process and is already looking at how to make 
it even more robust.

Hats off to these members who give up their time, for us to have a better experience. It’s not easy to cover all the bases 
with a Club of this size and their commitment shows.  Thank you!



The Final4 Events are Coming Soon
By Renee deLassus
 
This summer we did a pilot run for a modified version of the Final4 event.  The pilot was a success, so we are moving 
forward with this format; see below for details.  If you have never played in an event like this and are apprehensive, there 
is a tournament prep session coming up for men and women. See the Skills & Drills section on Court Reserve. Each Final4 
event will likely have a morning session and a noonish session.  The event will take approximately 3 hours.  Specific start 
times will be shared prior to the event.

Wednesday, November 10:
Final4 Mixed Doubles; sign up Oct 20-Nov 3
Thursday, January 13:
Final4 Women’s Doubles; sign up Dec 23-Jan 7 
Friday, January 14:
Final4 Men’s Doubles; sign up Dec 23-Jan 7
 
Only one person needs to sign up and that person (or 
he/she) should list their partner’s name for the event. 
The mixed event will be limited to 64 teams.
 
There are several volunteer opportunities for the 
Final4 events.  If you are interested in learning to 
referee and interested in volunteering, there will be a 
referee training class on October 27 at 1:00 pm in the 
Ramada. Let Alex Potapoff know If you plan to attend 
the referee training, please contact Alex Potapoff 
at  lexpotapoff7@gmail.com.  If you are willing to 
volunteer to work the medical station, please reach 
out to Pat Chernow at pat.chernow@gmail.com. We 
are also looking for set-up and clean-up volunteers. If 
interested, reach out to Alex. 
 
Format for the event:
•  Doubles with 8 teams in each bracket
•  The 8-team bracket will be broken into two groups of 4 teams each (Group A and B)  
•  Each group of 4 teams will play a Round Robin against the other three teams in their group, in a “two games to 11, win 
    by 1” format.  This means each team plays 6 games total in the Round Robin portion of the event.
•  Following the Round Robin portion, teams will be ordered 1 to 4 based on games won, ties being broken by head-to-  
    head play, total point differential, head-to-head point differential, coin flip, in that order, if needed
•  Next, the groups within each bracket will play against each other in a “best 2 out of 3 games to 11, win by 2” format.  
    Group A 1st place plays Group B 1st place, Group A 2nd place plays Group B 2nd place, etc.  This will determine the  
    overall winners for each bracket
•  This format guarantees every team will play a minimum of 8 games and a maximum of 9
 
Please consider finding a partner for the event and signing up on Court Reserve. There are two events in Court Reserve; 
one is for registering for the tournament if you have a partner. The other is to register the partner.



Angus’ Recognized as Community Partners
By Kathryn Villeneuve

Remember the July 4th school supply drive 
and social? Our pickleball community, led by 
Constance and John Angus, came up BIG for the 
Eliseo C. Felix Elementary School. On Tuesday 
evening, at the Avondale Elementary School 
District Governing Board Meeting, Constance 
and John were recognized as ‘Community 
Partners’ to the school. 

Principal, Gina Schmitz, nominated them and 
shared how the teachers felt when they saw all 
the school supplies laid out in the gymnasium. 
The teachers were able to go in and choose 
the items they felt would best support 
their classrooms. The teachers were deeply 
appreciative, and many commented they had 
never experienced this type of generosity. 
Tears of gratitude were shared!

Thank you to our members for the support of 
this event - it clearly meant the world to the 
teachers. And a special thank you to Constance 
and John for leading this effort.  Please enjoy 
the picture of the excellent award they received 
- artwork created by a student and framed. 

The school also looks forward to welcoming our Club members who volunteered to spend time at the school reading, 
tutoring, etc.  This has not been allowed due to Covid, but Gina will contact us when restrictions are lifted. If you didn’t 

have an opportunity to sign up for volunteering time, and would like to 
be added to the list, please contact Gina at 623-772-4305. 
 

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Betsy Hargrove (Superintendent), Constance Angus, Mark Gonzales 
(President), John Angus, Robert Vernier, Megan Griego, Elizabeth Canchola



Tournaments Beyond the Creek

Congratulations to the following Creekers who placed in 
the Pickleball Roundup in Surprise the week of October 
18:
• Phil Duran & David Kremsdorf - Bronze, 3.0, 70+
• Renee Ellison & Reese Hass - Bronze, 3.5, 50-59
• Sue Johnson & Jim Farley - Silver, 4.0, 70+
• Sue Johnson & Liz Kozlowski - Silver, 4.0, 70+

Fun Times At the Fall Kickoff
By Felechia Justice

Nearly 300 members joined us on the Eagles Nest patio for the Fall 
Social October 17 and rocked out to the fantastic music of Rhythm 
Edition. We danced, we ate barbeque, we visited with friends who 
were returning to PC from their summer adventures, and just had 
tons of fun! Kathy Aalto live streamed a lot of the action on the 
Facebook page and it’s possible you may still be able to find it. Tell 
all your friends, who are not members, that these socials are just 
one more reason to join the Club!

Michelle Moskos and Steve Davies

Warren and DeeDee Fast

Ron Demshar and Jean O’Reilly

Lisa Baltes and Wendy Langhals



Coaches Corner with Steven Schaefer
By Tony Wells

Each month we aim to feature one of our Club’s coaches. 

Steven is our Player Development Chair.  He moved into PebbleCreek 
in 2019 and surprisingly, his initial love wasn’t pickleball!  A racquetball 
player in his past life, he and his son enjoyed playing at Lifetime Fitness 
while waiting for their house to be built in PC.  He originally chose our 
community because of the Ping Pong Club. It didn’t take long for him 
to notice all the people banging whiffle balls around the pickleball 
courts and after his first lesson with Scotty Johnson, he was hooked.  

During a visit to his hometown of Walla Walla, WA, and still a 2.5, a 
5.0 player bluntly told him that he would never get any better unless 
he started practicing.  Begrudgingly, Steven started practicing and 
became a believer in it when his game started to improve quickly.  
He continues to drill several times per week. Now, his passion for the 
game has brought in a new era of training and coaching in the Club.

Steven’s tip of the month: “Make your ball bounce in the green. This 
means from anywhere on the court, be it dinking, from the transition 
zone, or when making your third shots.  The focus should be on footwork 
and getting your paddle under the ball so it can be lifted with the right 
arc (not a flat/linear ball path) to drop it in the kitchen.  This will force 
your opponent to hit up on the ball instead of being able to volley it 
back out of the air, keeping you and your partner safer from attack.”

Upcoming events to get on your calendar:
Round Robin Plus level shoot-outs, November 3-6, 8-9, 11
Final Four Mixed, November 10
Club Annual Membership Meeting, November 10
By-Laws Special Member Meeting, November 16, 3:30 pm Palm room Eagles Nest
PCPB Board Meeting, November 17, 3:00 Milan Room Tuscany Falls
Pickleball Used Clothing Sell – November 17, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Oasis Pool
Toys for Goodyear Tots, December 4
Chili Cookoff, January 16

How Sweet Is This?
By Kathy Aalto

The Club’s Welcome Committee has added a sweet new twist to 
the Saturday Intro to Pickleball classes. Not only are new players 
welcomed to the game of pickleball by Doug Brajcich, our Intro Class 
Coordinator, and different Club coaches each week, but now each player 
gets a gift of home-baked goodies to enjoy at the end of their class. 

From the left: Karen Kleinknecht, Margaret Carlson, 
Maureen Strachan



Whether it’s cookies, macaroons, biscotti, or caramel bars the results are the same: the 
players are surprised, grateful and appreciative. For many new players, getting out on the 
courts for the first time is exhausting. It’s exhausting for them physically and mentally and 
receiving these baked treats puts a smile on their face and a warm fuzzy in their tummy. 

Thank you to our 10 bakers: Shelley Coate, Peggy Froelich, Karen Kleinknecht, Margaret 
Carlson, Maureen Strachan, Pam Leeming, Vikki Constable, Denise Beeson and Lori 
Reinschmidt who have volunteered to join the Welcome Committee’s Bakers group. 
Sandy Priebe and myself are waiting in the wings as non-bakers to fill in if needed 
with baked goodies from Costco. However, if you enjoy baking and would like to join 
our Welcome Committee’s volunteer bakers, please let me know and I’ll add you to 
our list. You can reach me at kathyaalto67@gmail.com or text me at 503-708-6421.

On Oct. 10 a bench was dedicated to our friend, mentor, and our own Dr. Dink 
It, Pancho Epstein. Many friends along with Pancho’s wife, Helen, were on hand 
to share in the bench unveiling. Beth Kelly collected private funds to purchase 
the bench. The area was made complete with the help of Bernie Bangert and 
Charlie Conroy who laid pavers beneath the bench.

Shelley Coate

Bernie Bangert and Charlie Conroy

Beth Kelly and Helen Epstein



•  Marty Braden for building new POD boxes and painting new number signs
•  Rich Holden for donating wood for the boxes
•  Felechia Justice and the social committee who put on a fantastic Fall Kick-Off social

Ever want to manage a social event? How about being 
a part of the crew for setting up and tearing down? We 
need some assistance for the Toys for Goodyear Tots 
social event that will be held December 4, 2021 from 8-
11 am. There is some pre-event help needed as well as 
day of. If you’re interested please contact Felechia Justice 
- felechia.justice@gmail.com - (503) 559-5814

Front row: Jeff Antrican and 
Nancy Popenhagen

Back row: Sharon Hadley, 
Kathryn Villeneuve, Tony Wells

PebbleCreek Pickleball Club 
Board of Directors

Marty Braden

Rich Holden

Felechia Justice


